Viewing questions for “The Story of English”

Program 1  An English Speaking World

1. What is Public School English?
2. Why has British English been so important globally?
3. Describe the importance of English in India, with examples.
4. Why has the influence of American English grown?
5. Contrast the importance of slang in American and British English.
6. Describe importance of California slang, and types.

7. Summarize the importance of English in Japanese.
8. What was the basis for a significant part of Singapore’s wealth? Why was English speaking so important in this?
9. What is “seaspeak”?

Program 2  Mother Tongue

1. Write out the story of how English developed as a Germanic language going back to early migrations of Angles and Saxons.
William Jones observed that Latin, Greek, English, etc must have come from a common source, because he saw their similarities with ancient Sanskrit of India.
Program Black on White
1. What is Gullah and what are its origins? 300 yr. old variety of English spoken on Sea Islands, is the basis of Black American English.  Origins - rivers of Africa where slaves were acquired. Pidgin English 
2. What is the meaning of “Man of Words”?  Give five examples.  “preacher man”, African Chief, street vendors, Mr. Spoons/Peanuts, shoeshine man, MLK, rappers,
3. What are the historical origins of the traditions of black churches in the US?

4. Why did the slave traders split up the slaves so they would not be in the same linguistic groups? For fear of revolt, so  that they couldn’t communicate with each other
5. Why did the slaves tend to fall back on Pidgin English?

6. What were the predecessors of “Plantation Creole”?

African speech and Pidgin English

7. Give at least eight examples of words in American English that have origins in the slave trade or from African American speech.  Ok, nitty gritty, voodoo, banjo, tote, cool, uptight, square, heavy, do your own thing, jive, joint, groovy, too much, heavy, jitterbugging, 
8. What is the geographic evidence cited that Plantation Creole had a strong influence on the Southern Dialect of the US?  Southern speech survives in areas where slavery survived the longest.
9. What is a popular explanation for the black influence on the Southern Dialect?  Young children of plantation owners grew up hearing and speaking Plantation Creole from the house nannies and slaves.
Code shifting – going back and forth between two languages or varieties of language
